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	Of	 liberty	I	would	say	that,	 in	the	whole	of	plentitude	of	 its	extent,	 it	 is	
unobstructed	 action	 according	 to	 our	 will.	 	 But	 rightful	 liberty	 is	
unobstructed	action	according	to	our	will	within	 limits	drawn	around	us	
by	the	equal	rights	of	others.		I	do	not	add	‘within	the	limits	of	the	law,’	















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The	 fact	 of	 the	matter	 is	 that	 they’re	 all	 in	 contention	with	 something	
else	which	is	also	a	moral	value	and	also	equally	important	unless	you	put	






any	 tax	money	 to	 go	 there.	 	 That’s	 not	 pro-life.	 	 That’s	 pro-birth.	 	We	


























































































In	 keeping	 with	 an	 approved	 usage,	 and	 giving	 terms	 their	 ordinary	
meaning,	the	word	‘person’	is	synonymous	with	the	term	‘human	being.’	
An	offspring	of	human	parents	 cannot	 reasonably	be	 considered	 to	be	
other	than	a	human	being,	and	therefore	a	person,	first	within,	and	then	
in	 normal	 course	 outside,	 the	 womb…heretofore	 the	 law	 has	 not	
recognized	 that	 the	 pre-born	 could	 be	 victims	 of	 homicide	 because	 of	

























































































































































































































This	 opinion…considers	 six	 objections	 to	 punitive	 and	 coercive	
legal	approaches	to	maternal	decision-making.	 	These	approaches	1)	fail	
to	recognize	that	pregnant	women	are	entitled	to	informed	consent	and	
bodily	 integrity,	 2)	 fail	 to	 recognize	 that	 medical	 knowledge	 and	
predictions	of	outcomes	in	obstetrics	have	limitations,	3)	treat	addiction	
and	 psychiatric	 illness	 as	 if	 they	 were	 moral	 failings,	 4)	 threaten	 to	
dissuade	 women	 from	 prenatal	 care,	 5)	 unjustly	 single	 out	 the	 most	
vulnerable	 women,	 and	 6)	 create	 the	 potential	 for	 criminalization	 of	




















upon	 which	 it	 was	 laid	 down	 have	 vanished	 long	 since,	 and	 the	 rule	
simply	persists	from	blind	imitation	of	the	past.ggg		
Holmes	understood	that	the	law	was,	and	is,	a	living	thing	–	it	must	change	with	the	
advances	of	society.		Neo-conservatives	like	Americans	United	For	Life	encourage	jurists	
and	legislators	alike	to	break	with	the	common	law	traditions	the	United	States	was	
founded	on	and	reactively	protect	the	unborn,	often	at	the	expense	of	pregnant	
women.	(Burke	et	al.,	2016;	Forsythe,	2012;	Paltrow,	Lynn	M.,	et	al.,	2011)		While	the	
law	is	a	malleable	thing	it	cannot	protect	the	interests	of	pregnant	women,	the	unborn	
and	society	without	effective	policies	that	make	provision	for	contraceptive	access,	
mental	healthcare,	pre-natal	care,	safe	intra-partum	care,	and	post-partum	care.		
Legislating	fetal	protections	and	imposing	judicial	precedent	that	ignores	the	health-
care	needs	of	pregnant	women	in	the	face	of	a	health	care	landscape	so	devoid	of	
access	to	full-spectrum	reproductive	health	care	is	short-sighted	and	is	creating	an																																																									
ggg	Oliver	Wendell	Holmes,	Justice	of	the	Supreme	Judicial	Court	of	Mass.,	The	Path	of	the	Law,	Address	at	
the	Dedication	of	the	New	Hall	of	the	Boston	University	School	of	Law	(Jan.	8,	1897),	in	10	HARV.	L.	REV.	
457,	469	(1897).			
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environment	where	maternal	fetal	conflict	may	become	the	norm	in	a	society	that	
practices	defensive	medicine.		We	must	remember	that	the	needs	of	pregnant	women	
and	the	needs	of	the	unborn	necessarily	converge.		When	we	neglect	to	provide	
adequate	health	care	we	as	society	are	the	negligent	actors	–	culpable	for	the	loss	of	
both	pregnant	women	and	their	fetuses.		Our	negligence	is	only	reinforced	by	juridical	
practices	and	legislation	that	rob	pregnant	women	of	bodily	integrity	and	liberty.						
The	actions	on	the	part	of	lawmakers,	law	enforcement,	and	the	judiciary	over	
the	past	two	decades	have	undermined	women’s	liberty	and	their	right	to	bodily	
autonomy.	Twenty	years	after	the	ruling	in	In	re	AC	women	still	lack	the	fundamental	
right	to	bodily	integrity,	“in	virtually	all	cases	the	question	of	what	is	to	be	done	is	to	be	
decided	by	the	patient	–	the	pregnant	woman	–	on	behalf	of	herself	and	the	fetus.”hhh	It	
is	a	sad	state	of	affairs	when	women	have	to	ask	yet	again,	“How	long	must	women	wait	
for	liberty?”	
		
	
	
	
	
	
																																																								
hhh	In	re	A.C.,	573	A.2d	1235	(D.C.	1990)	
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